Why Should You Do the Warwan Valley Trek?

The Grand Trans-Himalayan Experience

The Warwan Valley Trek stands out for its sheer scale and diversity. This is a true Trans-Himalayan
journey that takes you through vast grasslands, dramatic valleys, and beneath towering peaks of the
Kishtwar range. What makes it exceptional is the contrast—you transition from the barren, rugged
landscapes of Ladakh to the lush green meadows of Kashmir, experiencing two distinct worlds in a
single trek.

Bracken Glacier Traverse

One of the most thrilling highlights of the trek is walking across the Bracken Glacier. Unlike many
summer treks, Warwan Valley offers a safe glacier traverse without technical climbing. Completing
this section gives a strong sense of achievement, making you feel like you’ve truly conquered a major
trekking milestone.

Endless Grasslands

The long, rolling grasslands of Warwan Valley feel straight out of a travel dream. Walking for days
through open meadows, with rivers flowing alongside and mountains framing the horizon, is deeply
immersive and calming. It’s an experience that reconnects you with nature at its purest.

An Offbeat and Crowd-Free Trek

Warwan Valley is among the most remote and least crowded treks in the Himalayas. You'll rarely
encounter other trekkers. Apart from occasional shepherds grazing their flocks, the trails remain
quiet and untouched, making it perfect for those seeking solitude and raw wilderness.

Campsites on the Warwan Valley Trek
Sukhnai

Sukhnai is a beautiful village campsite surrounded by open grasslands. Horses grazing freely and
children playing cricket add life to the serene landscape.

Choose a campsite near a water stream but maintain a safe distance. You can spend time exploring
the village, interacting with locals, photographing daily life, or simply relaxing on the green pastures.
As one of the last campsites of the trek, Sukhnai is best enjoyed at a slow, unhurried pace.

Kalapari

Kalapari is known for its dramatic meadows surrounded by dark, rocky mountains—hence the name
Kalapari, meaning “black mountains.” This campsite is usually set on the third day of the trek and
offers stunning panoramic views.

Light walks around the meadows help with acclimatisation. From the campsite, views of Kalapari Top
are striking and hard to put into words. Since the following day is the longest and most demanding,
proper rest here is essential.

Denora (Sumdo)

Denora, also known as Sumdo, is one of the first campsites of the Warwan Valley Trek. It lies at the
confluence of two rivers, where Sumdo Nala meets the Warwan River, forming a wide basin.



Evenings here are peaceful, with the sound of flowing water creating a surreal atmosphere. Gentle
walks around nearby streams and small lakes in the meadows make this campsite particularly
refreshing after the first day of trekking.

Humpet

Humpet is a picturesque campsite set in open grasslands near the village of the same name, at an
altitude of around 12,000 ft. The locals here are primarily engaged in farming and dairy, and
interactions with them offer insight into their simple yet warm way of life.

A river flows nearby, from where Thangkam village can be seen at a distance. This campsite is ideal
for resting, reflecting on the journey, and preparing for the days ahead.

Things to Know Before You Go

Acclimatisation

The highest altitude on the Warwan Valley Trek reaches approximately 14,469 ft, which may be the
highest point many trekkers have ever experienced. Proper acclimatisation is crucial. Keep at least 1-
2 buffer days before starting the trek.

Difficulty Level

Warwan Valley is a difficult trek. Expect long trekking days, often covering close to 20 km daily for
about 7 days, along with tiring road journeys. Strong physical fitness and mental endurance are
essential.

Permits
Warwan Valley is a sensitive military zone. All necessary permits and identification documents must
be arranged in advance. Confirm with your trek organiser whether permits are included.

Respect Local Culture
The villages of Warwan Valley are deeply rooted in tradition. Always respect local customs, seek
permission before photographing people, and interact with sensitivity and humility.

Packing Tips
Pack as light as possible since long distances are covered each day. However, do not compromise on
essentials such as warm layers, rain protection, and personal medication.



